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      There comes not seldom a crisis in the life of men, of nations, and of
      worlds, when the old forms seem ready to decay, and the old rules of
      action have lost their binding force. The evils of existing systems
      obscure the blessings that attend them; and, where reform is needed, the
      cry is raised for subversion. The cause of such phenomena is not far to
      seek. "It used to appear to me," writes Count Tolstoi, in a significant
      passage, "it used to appear to me that the small number of cultivated,
      rich and idle men, of whom I was one, composed the whole of humanity, and
      that the millions and millions of other men who had lived and are still
      living were not in reality men at all." It is this spirit-the spirit that
      sees the whole of humanity in the few, and throws into the background the
      millions and millions of other men-it is this spirit that has aroused the
      antagonism of reformers, and made the decay of the old forms, the rupture
      of the old restrictions, the ideal of them and of their followers. When
      wealth and poverty meet each other face to face, the one the master and
      the other the dependent, the one exalted and the other debased, it is
      perhaps hardly matter for surprise that the dependent and debased and
      powerless faction, in envy of their opponents' supremacy, should demand,
      not simple reform, but absolute community and equality of wealth. That cry
      for communism is no new one in the history of mankind. Thousands of years
      ago it was heard and acted on; and, in the lapse of centuries, its
      reverberations have but swelled in volume. Again and again, the altruist
      has arisen in politics, has bidden us share with others the product of our
      toil, and has proclaimed the communistic dogma as the panacea for our
      social ills. So today, amid the buried hopes and buried projects of the
      past, the doctrine of communism still lives in the minds of men. Under
      stress of misfortune, or in dread of tyranny, it is still preached in
      modern times as Plato preached it in the world of the Greeks.
    


      Yet it is indeed doubtful whether, in the history of mankind, a doctrine
      was ever taught more impracticable or more false to the principles it
      professes than this very doctrine of communism. In a world where
      self-interest is avowedly the ruling motive, it seeks to establish at once
      an all-reaching and all-controlling altruism. In a world where every man
      is pushing and fighting to outstrip his fellows, it would make him toil
      with like vigor for their common welfare. In a world where a man's
      activity is measured by the nearness of reward, it would hold up a
      prospective recompense as an equal stimulant to labor. "The more bitterly
      we feel," writes George Eliot, "the more bitterly we feel the folly,
      ignorance, neglect, or self-seeking of those who at different times have
      wielded power, the stronger is the obligation we lay on ourselves to
      beware lest we also, by a too hasty wresting of measures which seem to
      promise immediate relief, make a worse time of it for our own generation,
      and leave a bad inheritance for our children." In the future, when the
      remoteness of his reward shall have weakened the laborer's zeal, we shall
      be able to judge more fairly of the blessings that the communist offers.
      Instead of the present world, where some at least are well-to-do and
      happy, the communist holds before us a world where all alike are poor. For
      the activity, the push, the vigor of our modern life, his substitute is a
      life aimless and unbroken. And so we have to say to communists what George
      Eliot might have said: Be not blinded by the passions of the moment, but
      when you prate about your own wrongs and the sufferings of your offspring,
      take heed lest in the long run you make a worse time of it for your own
      generation, and leave a bad inheritance for your children.
    


      Little thought has been taken by these altruistic reformers for the
      application of the doctrines they uphold. To the question how one kind of
      labor can be measured against another, how the labor of the artisan can be
      measured against the labor of the artist, how the labor of the strong can
      be measured against the labor of the weak, the communists can give no
      answer. Absorbed, as they are, in the principle of equality, they have
      still forgotten the equality of work in the equality of pay; they have
      forgotten that reward, to be really equal, must be proportionate to
      effort; and they and all socialists have forgotten that we cannot make an
      arithmetic of human thought and feeling; and that for all our crude
      attempts to balance recompense against toil, for all our crude attempts to
      determine the relative severity of different kinds of toil, for all our
      crude attempts to determine the relative strain on different persons of
      the same kind of toil, yet not only will the ratio, dealing, as it does,
      with our subjective feelings, be a blundering one, but a system based upon
      it will involve inequalities greater, because more insidious, than those
      of the present system it would discard.
    


      Instances, indeed, are not wanting to substantiate the claim that
      communism, by unduly exalting our altruistic impulses, proceeds upon a
      false psychological basis. Yet if an instance is to be chosen, it would be
      hard to find one more suggestive than that afforded by the efforts of
      Robert Owen. The year 1824 saw the rise of Owen's little community of New
      Harmony, and the year of 1828 saw the community's final disruption.
      Individuals had appropriated to themselves the property designed for all;
      and even Owen, who had given to the enterprise his money and his life, was
      obliged to admit that men were not yet fitted for the communistic stage,
      and that the moment of transition from individualism to communism had not
      yet arrived. Men trained under the old system, with its eager rivalry, its
      selfish interests, could not quite yet enter into the spirit of
      self-renunciation that communism demands. And Owen, therefore, was led to
      put his trust in education as the great moulder of the minds of men.
      Through this agency, he hoped, the eager rivalry, the selfish interests,
      the sordid love of gain, might be lost in higher, purer, more
      disinterested ends; and, animated by that hope-the hope that in the
      fullness of time another New Harmony, free from contention and the
      disappointments of the old one, might serve to immortalize his
      name-animated by that hope, Owen passed the last thirty years of his life;
      and with that hope still before his eyes he died.
    


      But years now have passed since Owen lived; the second New Harmony has not
      yet been seen; the so-called rational system of education has not yet
      transformed the impulses or the aims of men; and the communist of today,
      with a history of two thousand years of failure behind him, in the same
      pathetic confidence still looks for the realization of his dreams to the
      communism of the future.
    


      And yet, granting that communism were practicable, granting that Owen's
      hopes had some prospect of fulfillment, the doctrine still embodies evils
      that must make it forever inexpedient. The readers of Mr. Matthew Arnold's
      works must have noticed the emphasis with which he dwells on the instinct
      of expansion as a factor in human progress. It is the refutation alike of
      communism and socialism that they thwart the instinct of expansion; that
      they substitute for individual energy the energy of the government; that
      they substitute for human personality the blind, mechanical power of the
      State. The one system, as the other, marks the end of individualism. The
      one system, as the other, would make each man the image of his neighbor.
      The one system, as the other, would hold back the progressive, and, by
      uniformity of reward, gain uniformity of type.
    


      I can look forward to no blissful prospect for a race of men that, under
      the dominion of the State, at the cost of all freedom of action, at the
      cost, indeed, of their own true selves, shall enjoy, if one will, a fair
      abundance of the material blessings of life. Some Matthew Arnold of the
      future would inevitably say of them in phase like that applied to the
      Puritans of old: "They entered the prison of socialism and had the key
      turned upon their spirit there for hundreds of years." Into that prison of
      socialism, with broken enterprise and broken energy, as serfs under the
      mastery of the State, while human personality is preferred to unreasoning
      mechanism, mankind must hesitate to step. When they shall once have
      entered within it, when the key shall have been turned upon their spirit
      and have confined them in narrower straits than even Puritanism could have
      done, it will be left for them to find, in their blind obedience and
      passive submission, the recompense for the singleness of character, the
      foresight, and the energy, that they have left behind them.
    


      In almost every phase of life, this doctrine of political altruists is
      equally impracticable and pernicious. In its social results, it involves
      the substitution of the community in the family's present position. In its
      political aspects, it involves the absolute dominion of the State over the
      actions and property of its subjects. Thus, though claiming to be an
      exaltation of the so-called natural rights of liberty and equality, it is
      in reality their emphatic debasement. It teaches that thoughtless docility
      is a recompense for stunted enterprise. It magnifies material good at the
      cost of every rational endowment. It inculcates a self-denial that must
      result in dwarfing the individual to a mere instrument in the hands of the
      State for the benefit of his fellows. No such organization of society-no
      organization that fails to take note of the fact that man must have scope
      for the exercise and development of his faculties-no such organization of
      society can ever reach a permanent success. However beneficent its
      motives, the hypothesis with which it starts can never be realized. The
      aphorism of Emerson, "Churches have been built, not upon principles, but
      upon tropes," is as true in the field of politics as it is in the field of
      religion. In a like figurative spirit, the followers of communism have
      reared their edifice; and, looking back upon the finished structure,
      seeking to discern the base on which it rests, the critic finds, not
      principles, but tropes. The builders have appealed to a future that has no
      warrant in the past; and fixing their gaze upon the distant dreamland,
      captivated by the vision there beheld, entranced by its ideal effulgence,
      their eyes were blinded to the real conditions of the human problem they
      had set before them. Their enemies have not been slow to note such
      weakness and mistake; and perhaps it may serve to clear up misconceptions,
      perhaps it may serve to lessen cant and open the way for fresh and
      vigorous thought, if we shall once convince ourselves that altruism cannot
      be the rule of life; that its logical result is the dwarfing of the
      individual man; and that not by the death of human personality can we hope
      to banish the evils of our day, and to realize the ideal of all existence,
      a nobler or purer life.
    















*** END OF THE PROJECT GUTENBERG EBOOK THE ALTRUIST IN POLITICS ***



    

Updated editions will replace the previous one—the old editions will
be renamed.


Creating the works from print editions not protected by U.S. copyright
law means that no one owns a United States copyright in these works,
so the Foundation (and you!) can copy and distribute it in the United
States without permission and without paying copyright
royalties. Special rules, set forth in the General Terms of Use part
of this license, apply to copying and distributing Project
Gutenberg™ electronic works to protect the PROJECT GUTENBERG™
concept and trademark. Project Gutenberg is a registered trademark,
and may not be used if you charge for an eBook, except by following
the terms of the trademark license, including paying royalties for use
of the Project Gutenberg trademark. If you do not charge anything for
copies of this eBook, complying with the trademark license is very
easy. You may use this eBook for nearly any purpose such as creation
of derivative works, reports, performances and research. Project
Gutenberg eBooks may be modified and printed and given away—you may
do practically ANYTHING in the United States with eBooks not protected
by U.S. copyright law. Redistribution is subject to the trademark
license, especially commercial redistribution.



START: FULL LICENSE


THE FULL PROJECT GUTENBERG LICENSE


PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE YOU DISTRIBUTE OR USE THIS WORK


To protect the Project Gutenberg™ mission of promoting the free
distribution of electronic works, by using or distributing this work
(or any other work associated in any way with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg”), you agree to comply with all the terms of the Full
Project Gutenberg™ License available with this file or online at
www.gutenberg.org/license.


Section 1. General Terms of Use and Redistributing Project Gutenberg™
electronic works


1.A. By reading or using any part of this Project Gutenberg™
electronic work, you indicate that you have read, understand, agree to
and accept all the terms of this license and intellectual property
(trademark/copyright) agreement. If you do not agree to abide by all
the terms of this agreement, you must cease using and return or
destroy all copies of Project Gutenberg™ electronic works in your
possession. If you paid a fee for obtaining a copy of or access to a
Project Gutenberg™ electronic work and you do not agree to be bound
by the terms of this agreement, you may obtain a refund from the person
or entity to whom you paid the fee as set forth in paragraph 1.E.8.


1.B. “Project Gutenberg” is a registered trademark. It may only be
used on or associated in any way with an electronic work by people who
agree to be bound by the terms of this agreement. There are a few
things that you can do with most Project Gutenberg™ electronic works
even without complying with the full terms of this agreement. See
paragraph 1.C below. There are a lot of things you can do with Project
Gutenberg™ electronic works if you follow the terms of this
agreement and help preserve free future access to Project Gutenberg™
electronic works. See paragraph 1.E below.


1.C. The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation (“the
Foundation” or PGLAF), owns a compilation copyright in the collection
of Project Gutenberg™ electronic works. Nearly all the individual
works in the collection are in the public domain in the United
States. If an individual work is unprotected by copyright law in the
United States and you are located in the United States, we do not
claim a right to prevent you from copying, distributing, performing,
displaying or creating derivative works based on the work as long as
all references to Project Gutenberg are removed. Of course, we hope
that you will support the Project Gutenberg™ mission of promoting
free access to electronic works by freely sharing Project Gutenberg™
works in compliance with the terms of this agreement for keeping the
Project Gutenberg™ name associated with the work. You can easily
comply with the terms of this agreement by keeping this work in the
same format with its attached full Project Gutenberg™ License when
you share it without charge with others.


1.D. The copyright laws of the place where you are located also govern
what you can do with this work. Copyright laws in most countries are
in a constant state of change. If you are outside the United States,
check the laws of your country in addition to the terms of this
agreement before downloading, copying, displaying, performing,
distributing or creating derivative works based on this work or any
other Project Gutenberg™ work. The Foundation makes no
representations concerning the copyright status of any work in any
country other than the United States.


1.E. Unless you have removed all references to Project Gutenberg:


1.E.1. The following sentence, with active links to, or other
immediate access to, the full Project Gutenberg™ License must appear
prominently whenever any copy of a Project Gutenberg™ work (any work
on which the phrase “Project Gutenberg” appears, or with which the
phrase “Project Gutenberg” is associated) is accessed, displayed,
performed, viewed, copied or distributed:


    This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere in the United States and most
    other parts of the world at no cost and with almost no restrictions
    whatsoever. You may copy it, give it away or re-use it under the terms
    of the Project Gutenberg License included with this eBook or online
    at www.gutenberg.org. If you
    are not located in the United States, you will have to check the laws
    of the country where you are located before using this eBook.
  


1.E.2. If an individual Project Gutenberg™ electronic work is
derived from texts not protected by U.S. copyright law (does not
contain a notice indicating that it is posted with permission of the
copyright holder), the work can be copied and distributed to anyone in
the United States without paying any fees or charges. If you are
redistributing or providing access to a work with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg” associated with or appearing on the work, you must comply
either with the requirements of paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 or
obtain permission for the use of the work and the Project Gutenberg™
trademark as set forth in paragraphs 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.3. If an individual Project Gutenberg™ electronic work is posted
with the permission of the copyright holder, your use and distribution
must comply with both paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 and any
additional terms imposed by the copyright holder. Additional terms
will be linked to the Project Gutenberg™ License for all works
posted with the permission of the copyright holder found at the
beginning of this work.


1.E.4. Do not unlink or detach or remove the full Project Gutenberg™
License terms from this work, or any files containing a part of this
work or any other work associated with Project Gutenberg™.


1.E.5. Do not copy, display, perform, distribute or redistribute this
electronic work, or any part of this electronic work, without
prominently displaying the sentence set forth in paragraph 1.E.1 with
active links or immediate access to the full terms of the Project
Gutenberg™ License.


1.E.6. You may convert to and distribute this work in any binary,
compressed, marked up, nonproprietary or proprietary form, including
any word processing or hypertext form. However, if you provide access
to or distribute copies of a Project Gutenberg™ work in a format
other than “Plain Vanilla ASCII” or other format used in the official
version posted on the official Project Gutenberg™ website
(www.gutenberg.org), you must, at no additional cost, fee or expense
to the user, provide a copy, a means of exporting a copy, or a means
of obtaining a copy upon request, of the work in its original “Plain
Vanilla ASCII” or other form. Any alternate format must include the
full Project Gutenberg™ License as specified in paragraph 1.E.1.


1.E.7. Do not charge a fee for access to, viewing, displaying,
performing, copying or distributing any Project Gutenberg™ works
unless you comply with paragraph 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.8. You may charge a reasonable fee for copies of or providing
access to or distributing Project Gutenberg™ electronic works
provided that:


    	• You pay a royalty fee of 20% of the gross profits you derive from
        the use of Project Gutenberg™ works calculated using the method
        you already use to calculate your applicable taxes. The fee is owed
        to the owner of the Project Gutenberg™ trademark, but he has
        agreed to donate royalties under this paragraph to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation. Royalty payments must be paid
        within 60 days following each date on which you prepare (or are
        legally required to prepare) your periodic tax returns. Royalty
        payments should be clearly marked as such and sent to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation at the address specified in
        Section 4, “Information about donations to the Project Gutenberg
        Literary Archive Foundation.”
    

    	• You provide a full refund of any money paid by a user who notifies
        you in writing (or by e-mail) within 30 days of receipt that s/he
        does not agree to the terms of the full Project Gutenberg™
        License. You must require such a user to return or destroy all
        copies of the works possessed in a physical medium and discontinue
        all use of and all access to other copies of Project Gutenberg™
        works.
    

    	• You provide, in accordance with paragraph 1.F.3, a full refund of
        any money paid for a work or a replacement copy, if a defect in the
        electronic work is discovered and reported to you within 90 days of
        receipt of the work.
    

    	• You comply with all other terms of this agreement for free
        distribution of Project Gutenberg™ works.
    



1.E.9. If you wish to charge a fee or distribute a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work or group of works on different terms than
are set forth in this agreement, you must obtain permission in writing
from the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the manager of
the Project Gutenberg™ trademark. Contact the Foundation as set
forth in Section 3 below.


1.F.


1.F.1. Project Gutenberg volunteers and employees expend considerable
effort to identify, do copyright research on, transcribe and proofread
works not protected by U.S. copyright law in creating the Project
Gutenberg™ collection. Despite these efforts, Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, and the medium on which they may be stored, may
contain “Defects,” such as, but not limited to, incomplete, inaccurate
or corrupt data, transcription errors, a copyright or other
intellectual property infringement, a defective or damaged disk or
other medium, a computer virus, or computer codes that damage or
cannot be read by your equipment.


1.F.2. LIMITED WARRANTY, DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES - Except for the “Right
of Replacement or Refund” described in paragraph 1.F.3, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the owner of the Project
Gutenberg™ trademark, and any other party distributing a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work under this agreement, disclaim all
liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal
fees. YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE, STRICT
LIABILITY, BREACH OF WARRANTY OR BREACH OF CONTRACT EXCEPT THOSE
PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH 1.F.3. YOU AGREE THAT THE FOUNDATION, THE
TRADEMARK OWNER, AND ANY DISTRIBUTOR UNDER THIS AGREEMENT WILL NOT BE
LIABLE TO YOU FOR ACTUAL, DIRECT, INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH
DAMAGE.


1.F.3. LIMITED RIGHT OF REPLACEMENT OR REFUND - If you discover a
defect in this electronic work within 90 days of receiving it, you can
receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by sending a
written explanation to the person you received the work from. If you
received the work on a physical medium, you must return the medium
with your written explanation. The person or entity that provided you
with the defective work may elect to provide a replacement copy in
lieu of a refund. If you received the work electronically, the person
or entity providing it to you may choose to give you a second
opportunity to receive the work electronically in lieu of a refund. If
the second copy is also defective, you may demand a refund in writing
without further opportunities to fix the problem.


1.F.4. Except for the limited right of replacement or refund set forth
in paragraph 1.F.3, this work is provided to you ‘AS-IS’, WITH NO
OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PURPOSE.


1.F.5. Some states do not allow disclaimers of certain implied
warranties or the exclusion or limitation of certain types of
damages. If any disclaimer or limitation set forth in this agreement
violates the law of the state applicable to this agreement, the
agreement shall be interpreted to make the maximum disclaimer or
limitation permitted by the applicable state law. The invalidity or
unenforceability of any provision of this agreement shall not void the
remaining provisions.


1.F.6. INDEMNITY - You agree to indemnify and hold the Foundation, the
trademark owner, any agent or employee of the Foundation, anyone
providing copies of Project Gutenberg™ electronic works in
accordance with this agreement, and any volunteers associated with the
production, promotion and distribution of Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, harmless from all liability, costs and expenses,
including legal fees, that arise directly or indirectly from any of
the following which you do or cause to occur: (a) distribution of this
or any Project Gutenberg™ work, (b) alteration, modification, or
additions or deletions to any Project Gutenberg™ work, and (c) any
Defect you cause.


Section 2. Information about the Mission of Project Gutenberg™


Project Gutenberg™ is synonymous with the free distribution of
electronic works in formats readable by the widest variety of
computers including obsolete, old, middle-aged and new computers. It
exists because of the efforts of hundreds of volunteers and donations
from people in all walks of life.


Volunteers and financial support to provide volunteers with the
assistance they need are critical to reaching Project Gutenberg™’s
goals and ensuring that the Project Gutenberg™ collection will
remain freely available for generations to come. In 2001, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation was created to provide a secure
and permanent future for Project Gutenberg™ and future
generations. To learn more about the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation and how your efforts and donations can help, see
Sections 3 and 4 and the Foundation information page at www.gutenberg.org.


Section 3. Information about the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation


The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation is a non-profit
501(c)(3) educational corporation organized under the laws of the
state of Mississippi and granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service. The Foundation’s EIN or federal tax identification
number is 64-6221541. Contributions to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation are tax deductible to the full extent permitted by
U.S. federal laws and your state’s laws.


The Foundation’s business office is located at 809 North 1500 West,
Salt Lake City, UT 84116, (801) 596-1887. Email contact links and up
to date contact information can be found at the Foundation’s website
and official page at www.gutenberg.org/contact


Section 4. Information about Donations to the Project Gutenberg
Literary Archive Foundation


Project Gutenberg™ depends upon and cannot survive without widespread
public support and donations to carry out its mission of
increasing the number of public domain and licensed works that can be
freely distributed in machine-readable form accessible by the widest
array of equipment including outdated equipment. Many small donations
($1 to $5,000) are particularly important to maintaining tax exempt
status with the IRS.


The Foundation is committed to complying with the laws regulating
charities and charitable donations in all 50 states of the United
States. Compliance requirements are not uniform and it takes a
considerable effort, much paperwork and many fees to meet and keep up
with these requirements. We do not solicit donations in locations
where we have not received written confirmation of compliance. To SEND
DONATIONS or determine the status of compliance for any particular state
visit www.gutenberg.org/donate.


While we cannot and do not solicit contributions from states where we
have not met the solicitation requirements, we know of no prohibition
against accepting unsolicited donations from donors in such states who
approach us with offers to donate.


International donations are gratefully accepted, but we cannot make
any statements concerning tax treatment of donations received from
outside the United States. U.S. laws alone swamp our small staff.


Please check the Project Gutenberg web pages for current donation
methods and addresses. Donations are accepted in a number of other
ways including checks, online payments and credit card donations. To
donate, please visit: www.gutenberg.org/donate.


Section 5. General Information About Project Gutenberg™ electronic works


Professor Michael S. Hart was the originator of the Project
Gutenberg™ concept of a library of electronic works that could be
freely shared with anyone. For forty years, he produced and
distributed Project Gutenberg™ eBooks with only a loose network of
volunteer support.


Project Gutenberg™ eBooks are often created from several printed
editions, all of which are confirmed as not protected by copyright in
the U.S. unless a copyright notice is included. Thus, we do not
necessarily keep eBooks in compliance with any particular paper
edition.


Most people start at our website which has the main PG search
facility: www.gutenberg.org.


This website includes information about Project Gutenberg™,
including how to make donations to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation, how to help produce our new eBooks, and how to
subscribe to our email newsletter to hear about new eBooks.




OEBPS/6849951015265344601_1341-cover.png
The Altruist in Politics

Benjamin N. Cardozo

ool





